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Agenda

- Introductions 
- Guiding questions
- Ableism and disability as a 

social construction
- Neurodiversity 
- Identity first/ Person first 

language 
- Culturally responsive teaching 

(CRT) 
- Questions



Jamboard

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1UliTUJnEYQQCoRF0LAfLvga-YJkKehI73q8pjHyvdDY/edit?usp=sharing


Emilee Baker (she/ her)

Who am I professionally?

● Education researcher
● Research interests: 

○ inclusive education, intersectionality between race and 
disability, decentering whiteness in research and higher 
education, and sustainable education including humans’ 
relationships to the natural world

● PhD in Inclusive Education 
● Masters in Exceptional Education 
● Former Special Education teacher in a 

large urban Midwestern School district 
○ Disability focus: Autism/ EBD

Who am I recreationally?

● Avid hiker and outdoor enthusiast
● Nature photographer
● Strong person competitor 
● Loves dogs 



Guiding Questions

➔ How can we as educators support neurodiverse students from 
culturally diverse backgrounds in a classroom setting? 

➔ What strategies can help create a classroom with equitable 
opportunities, many means for access, and a strong community 
relationship between students and teachers?



Ableism 
“The devaluation of disability results in societal attitudes that 
uncritically assert that it is better for a child to walk than roll, speak 
than sign, read print then Braille, spell independently than use a 
spell-check, and hang out with nondisabled children rather than only 
with other disabled students” (Thomas Hehir)





Models of Disability

The Medical 
Model of 
Disability 

The Social 
Model of 
Disability 



Neurodiversity 
“Neurodiversity is a concept where 
neurological differences are to be 

recognized and respected as any other 
human variation [...] Neurodiversity is 

viewed is a concept and social 
movement that advocates for viewing 
autism as a variation of human wiring, 

rather than a disease.”



LANGUAGE MATTERS

“Words and language are powerful 
tools by which an individual can 
express ideas, whether abstract, 
actionable, or concrete” 
(Lʏᴅɪᴀ X. Z. Bʀᴏᴡɴ) 

Identity First

(Autistic person)

People First

(Person with autism)

OR



“Cultural Relevance” 

Language Student 
Identity Culture

“The notion of equity as sameness only makes sense when all students are exactly the 
same” Gloria Ladson-Billings 



Mindset

“Think of it as a mindset, a way of looking at the 
world [...] culturally responsive teaching is about 
being a different type of teacher who is a 
relationship with students and the content in a 
different way…” (Zaretta Hammond)



The productive struggle OR “learned helplessness”



The 
Culture 
Tree



Zaretta Hammond - “The Ready for Rigor” Framework

AWARENESS

INFORMATION 
PROCESSING

COMMUNITY OF 
LEARNERS AND 

LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENT

LEARNING 
PARTNERSHIPS

https://crtandthebrain.com/wp-content/uploads/READY-FOR-RIGOR_Final1.pdf


What does a Culturally Responsive 
Classroom community of learners look 
and feel like?



Disability in the 
classroom - 
Reflections 

★ What are we teaching students with 
disabilities-- life skills or are we 
accommodating grade level curriculum? 

★ Is the skill foundational, something 
needed for real world living, connected 
to the student’s IEP or grade level 
standards? 

★ As a teacher, am I creating a space with 
high expectations and a “wide wall”  to 
access the materials or content? 



Connection to 
ELL students 

➢ Reflect upon your position 
and teacher identity 

➢ Build background 
knowledge 

➢ Student/ teacher 
relationship

➢ Translator(s) 
➢ Collaboration with family/ 

community members



We are each other's biggest support system

Please share one strategy you have been using in your classroom to do one of the 
following:

- Build relationships with students
- Culturally relevant teaching 
- Teaching students with diverse needs and abilities 



Take a moment and breathe...



Summary:
Foundational 

understanding of ableism 
and disability in schools

What is culturally relevant 
teaching?

How can we be culturally 
responsive teachers in 

our mindset and 
strategies we employ in 

the classroom? 



Share what you learned today



Questions?



References

Brown, L. (2011). Identity and hypocrisy: a second argument against person-first language. Autistic Hoya’s Blog. Last modified November, 28, 2011.
Gloria Ladson-Billings, G. (1994). The Dreamkeepers. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishing Co.
Hammond, Z. L. (2015). Culturally responsive teaching and the brain: Promoting authentic engagement and rigor among culturally and linguistically 

diverse students. Corwin Press. 
Hehir, T. (2010). New Directions in special education: Eliminating ableism in policy and practice. Harvard Education Press. 
Singer J. “Why can’t you be normal for once in your life?” From a problem with no name to the emergence of a new category of difference In: Corker 

M, French S (eds.). Disability Discourse. Buckingham, UK: Open University Press, 1999, 59–67.
What is neurodiversity? National Symposium on Neurodiversity at Syracuse University. (2012, March 23). Retrieved October 18, 2021, from 

https://neurodiversitysymposium.wordpress.com/what-is-neurodiversity/. 


